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CO Film Nears Completion 


The motion picture film portraying the alternatives 
afforded conscientious objectors under the draft law 
which NSBRO is producing in cooperation with other 
interested agencies is well on the way toward com- 
pletion. It is hoped that the project which was begun 
several years ago will be completed by the latter part 
of October. In keeping with the purpose of the film, 
the title “Alternatives” has been chosen. 

The script for “Alternatives” has been written by 
Stanford Sobel, a professional script writer from New 
York. Mr. Sobel served in Civilian Public Service in 
Puerto Rico during World War II. The script calls for 
a treatment of all phases of conscientious objection. 
The I-A-O and non-registrant positions will be men- 
tioned briefly whereas the I-O and I-W positions are 
to be developed extensively. 

The major part of the film uses the filmagraph tech- 
nique which is basically an art technique using color, 
line, movement, shades and camera technique to put 
the basic idea across to the audience. Visualscope, 
Inc., New York City, is producing this portion of the 
film. The remainder of the film, which is composed of 
live action sequences, is being produced by Hoyt H. 
Griffith, Jr. of Lansdowne, Pennsylvania. The live ac- 
tion shots will be taken at representative CO projects 
in the States and abroad. It is hoped that some spon- 
taneity will enliven the film through actual voice re- 
cordings of COs working on project. The film produc- 
tion Executive Committee is scheduled to meet on 
September 12 to give a final review to the filmagraph 
art work and to consider any completed live action 
sequences submitted by Mr. Griffith. 

Arrangements are being made for Don Murray to 
serve as narrator. Mr. Murray, star of screen and 
stage, spent two and a half years in Europe as an 
alternative service worker with refugees during the 
Korean War. He has agreed to offer his services to 
the film gratis. 

(Continued on Page 4) 


Pardon Survey Results Prove 
Inconclusive at Present 


The pardon survey of CO violators of the 1940 and 
1948 draft laws undertaken by NSBRO during the 
last several months has now been completed until 
new addresses can be obtained. The project is de- 
signed to determine why violators were denied class- 
ification as a CO, and what men wish to apply for an 
individual pardon with NSBRO assistance. 

Because of the limited number of current addresses 
available at the present time, the survey covers only 
about 3% of the total number of CO violators yet 
unpardoned. Thus, the results given should be con- 
sidered only as a small sampling and not necessarily 
representative. NSBRO is hoping to obtain new 
sources of addresses so that as many as possible of the 
remaining number of CO violators will be contacted. 

Questionnaires which gave the violator a chance to 
express his views regarding his conviction and im- 
prisonment and then to indicate if he wishes to apply 
for a pardon were mailed to 728 individuals. Replies 
were received from 154. Of the balance nearly 200 
questionnaires were returned to NSBRO by the Post 
Office as undeliverable because of obsolete addresses. 
Of the 154 CO violators replying 18 indicated a desire 
to apply for a pardon. Three other persons had ap- 
plications pending. 42 others wanted more informa- 
tion about pardon requirements or the extent of 
pardon recognition. Many of these were uncertain 
about applying until further information was secured. 

The survey indicates the most frequent offense for 
which the CO was prosecuted was refusal of induction 
into the armed forces. 70 individuals listed this as 
their offense. 37 others listed non-registration as the 
basis for their prosecution. Other offenses noted were 
leaving CPS camp (18) and refusal to report for 
civilian work (9). Among those who refused induc- 
tion 39 claimed an unsympathetic attitude of their 
local board as the main reason the CO classification 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Current I-Ws Represent 49 Faiths 


According to the latest figures (June 1), there are 
1,813 conscientious objectors currently serving in the 
civilian work program. Of this number the religious 
affiliations of 1,495 men have been determined by 
NSBRO and are given below. This is 82% of the 
total. 

Since the inception of the alternative service pro- 
gram in 1952, the great majority of I-Ws have origi- 
nated with the three historic peace churches. This is 
borne out in the present statistics as the Mennonites 
alone comprise over 71% of those I-Ws whose affilia- 
tions are known. As in the past, the Church of the 
Brethren and the Friends rank next in the I-W peace 
witness. A generally liberal interpretation of the CO 
provisions in the draft law is indicated by the fact that 
NSBRO has record of 9 I-Ws who claim no religious 
affiliation. Apart from those currently represented, 
36 other denominations have contributed COs to the 
work program at one time or another. 

Through an arrangement made with Selective Serv- 
ice Headquarters, NSBRO secures the names of all 
COs who are assigned to alternate service, secures 
information as to their denominational connection (by 
sending out questionnaires to the I-Ws) and forwards 
this information to the denominations concerned. This 
has proved helpful to the denominational groups in 
maintaining connections with their men while in 
service. 


AFFILIATION CURRENT I-Ws 
Assemblies of God 1 
Association of Bible Students 
Baptist __.._._. 
Body of Christ 
Buddhist 
Christadelphian 
Christian Scientists 
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church 
Church of the Blessed Hope 
Church of the Brethren 1 
Church of Christ 
Church of the First Born 
Church of God 
Church of God (Seventh Day) 
Church of God in Christ 
Church of God of the Faith of Abraham _. 
Church of God and Saints of Christ 
Church of Jesus Christ 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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Church of the Nazarene 
Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the 
Apostolic Faith, Inc. 
Disciples of Christ 
Dunkard Brethren 
Episcopal 
Faith Tabernacle 
Followers of Jesus Christ 
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Megidda Mission 
Mennonite 
Methodist 
Old German Baptist Brethren 
Order of Aaron 
Plymouth Brethren 
Presbyterian 
Religious Society of Friends 
Roman Catholic 
Russian Molokan 
Seventh Day Baptist Church 
Unitarian ___ 
United Church of Christ 
United Pentecostal 
United Zion 
World Fellowship Church of Deliverance — 
No Affiliation 


Conscientious Objectors Abroad: 
Mennonites Support CO Bill in Belgium 


Mennonites of Belgium have urged the Belgian 
parliament to approve a bill which would grant recog- 
nition to conscientious objectors. 

The Brussels and Bourgeois-Rixensart congrega- 
tions asked parliament to “recall that their religious 
and moral convictions, based on the faith in Jesus 
Christ and his teachings, and defined from the time of 
the reformation by their spiritual ancestors, forbid 
them as Christians the use of violence.” 

The Belgian Mennonites said, “These convictions 
have already given place among us to a refusal of all 
service in the army; the penalty which has punished 
this refusal represented neither an advantage to 
society nor a correct comprehension of the incriminat- 
ing deed.” 

Currently there is no provision for objectors in 
Belgium. Young men face the alternative of 18 
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months imprisonment or three years of underground 
work in coal mines and loss of civil rights. A number 
of Roman Catholics have registered as objectors in 
the past few years, and a small protestant peace group 
has been active. 


Alternative Service in AustriaP 


A director of Brethren Service work in Austria 
reports that the government is reaching the place 
where the rights of conscientious objectors are being 
seriously decided. 

In 1955 when the occupying powers left Austria 
and the nation received its own constitution, it was 
decided that young men would have the right to ob- 
ject to military service. The law, however, provided 
only for non-combatant service and not for an alter- 
native outside of the actual military. The government 
is still working on a decision regarding the use of 
those who object to non-combatant service. 

Since 1956 there have been three recruitments for 
the new army in Austria. Approximately 25-30 men 
in each recruitment officially signed up as COs. Only 
one of this group has begun actual training to fulfill 
the draft requirement as a CO, and because of the law 
he will be doing a non-combatant type of service. 

18 Mennonite and Brethren COs from America are 
presently involved in the Karlsschule project in 
Vienna. This is the re-building of a large Lutheran 
parochial school destroyed by war. The Lutheran 
church official responsible for the re-building has pro- 
posed to the government this type of project as an 
alternative to military service. The government has 
not yet made a final decision. 

In efforts to obtain complete religious freedom for 
Austrian COs, Austrian churchmen are studying the 
processes which the historic peace churches went 
through in order to achieve recognition from the 
American government to administer an alternative 
service program. 

COs Imprisoned in Czechoslovakia 

For being “obstinate in giving priority to the laws 
of God before the laws of the world,” a CO belonging 
to the Seventh-day Adventist Church was sentenced 
to two years imprisonment by a Czechoslovakian 
court recently. This case was reported in at least one 
of that country’s newspapers. An earlier case, in 
which the resister was sentenced to five years, has 
also been reported to the War Resisters’ International. 

Although information is extraordinarily difficult to 
check, it seems that Czechoslovakian youths who re- 
fuse military service are not given repeated sentences. 
They therefore are more fortunate than their fellow 
resisters in France and Italy, which are infamous in 
this regard. 


News Briefs 


A call for 11,000 men for induction during Septem- 
ber has been issued by the Department of Defense, 
an increase of 1,000 men over the call for the three 
preceding months. The latest figure available on the 
number of I-Ws indicates 1,813 serving as of June 1, 
an increase of 22 over the previous month’s total. 
According to NSBRO records, 147 I-Ws (8% of the 
total) are serving in 33 foreign countries. Also, it has 
come to our attention that for the first time the state 
of Nevada is represented in the civilian work pro- 
gram. On March 17 Californian Elton Graves was 
assigned to the Washoe Medical Center in Reno, 
Nevada for I-W work. Thus, every state in the Union 
has at one time or another employed COs. 


Prompt attention by Pentagon officials has rectified 
a most unusual case of injustice within the army. Pvt. 
Mark Couser from Dayton, Ohio was classified I-A-O 
by his local board, but upon induction was sent erro- 
neously to Fort Knox in Kentucky. Someone had ap- 
parently erased the zero from his classification so that 
his papers read he was a I-A registrant. Contacts with 
the Army Chief of Chaplains eventually cleared up 
the error and Pvt. Couser was sent to Fort Sam Hous- 
ton for non-combatant training, but not until after at- 
tempts were made to force him to handle guns. 


* * *# 


Garth Hershberger of Wellman, Iowa, a I-W engaged 
in administrative work with Mennonite Voluntary 
Service in Europe, recently was privileged to visit the 
great humanitarian Dr. Albert Schweitzer vacationing 
at his home in Gunsbach, Alsace (France). Dr. 
Schweitzer is perhaps the world’s most renowned 
pacifist. Hershberger relates: “We talked about refu- 
gees and their problems. He recounted a few of his 
many interesting experiences with refugees after 
World War II. He expressed much concern that this 
(war) should never happen again and that people 
should live in peace and not be forced into these un- 
fortunate situations.” 


s* * * 


“Too many young men are escaping induction into 
the armed forces by feigning mental and physical 
deficiencies,” says Selective Service Director, Lt. Gen. 
Lewis B. Hershey. “It worries me when 50 per cent 
of all those called up are listed as unfit for service. 
And I don’t understand why 20 per cent of our youths, 
including high school graduates, fail to pass fourth 
grade mental ability tests.” 





(Continued from Page 1, Column 1) 


Those agencies contributing financially toward the 
production of the film are American Friends Service 
Committee, Brethren Service Commission, Church of 
God (Anderson, Indiana), Congregational Christian 
Service Committee, Congregational Christian Fellow- 
ship for Peace, Disciples of Christ-United Christian 
Missionary Society, Disciples Peace Fellowship, Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation, Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee, Methodist Board of World Peace and other 
Methodist groups, National Council for Prevention of 
War, Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom, and Five Years Meeting of Friends. Several 
other agencies have indicated an interest in support- 
ing the project but a definite pledge has not yet been 
submitted. Total cost is expected to run over $12,000. 
To date approximately $11,000 has been pledged. 

The exact program for distribution of the finished 
film has not yet been worked out. However, there will 
be an attempt to obtain a wide distribution among 
denominations and peace organizations. NSBRO will 
have copies available for rental or purchase. It is 
planned that there will be a special price for agencies 
that have contributed substantially toward the cost 
of production. A guide will accompany the film which 
can be used as an aid in leading discussions. 

Mimeographed copies of the written script are 
available for anyone interested. Although minor word 
revisions are expected in the script, the basic content 
will remain unchanged. For a copy submit 25¢ to 
NSBRO’s Washington office. 





(Continued from Page 1, Column 2) 


was denied them. Not being a member of an historic 
peace church, adverse evidence, and failure to exhaust 
properly the appeal procedures were other reasons 
stated. 


To the question “Has the lack of a pardon incon- 
venienced you in any way?”, 69 persons said ‘no’ and 
39 ‘yes’. The inconveniences most often stated were 
the inabilities to vote, hold public office or obtain pro- 
fessional licenses. Several COs mentioned that public 
teaching positions were denied them. Inquiries were 
also received concerning the right to travel abroad by 
unpardoned felons. A check with the State Depart- 
ment reveals that conviction under the Selective Serv- 
ice law does not make one ineligible for a passport. 
For those who do not wish to apply for a pardon, the 
main reason checked was a preference to await gen- 
eral amnesty. Other reasons given in order of im- 
portance were no real inconvenience by lack of par- 
don, objection to FBI investigation, and the feeling 
that a pardon application would require an undue 
admission of guilt. 

During a recent interview with the Pardon Attor- 
ney, it was learned that consideration has been given 
to initiating a program for amnesty but it was decided 
that such a program would not be developed at the 
present time. Therefore, it does not appear that there 
is any likelihood of general amnesty being granted in 
the near future. 

The National Service Board stands ready to assist 
any CO violator who wishes to apply for a pardon by 
providing the necessary information and answering 
any questions which might be raised. Through con- 
tacts with the Department of Justice, NSBRO has 
received all the available information relevant to 
pardons, such as requirements for Selective Service 
violators, the procedures followed by the Pardon At- 
torney in processing an application, time intervals in- 
volved, etc. This information will be forwarded to 
any interested person. In some cases NSBRO may 
be able to represent personally the concerns of a peti- 
tioner to the Pardon Attorney. 
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